INTRODUCTION
was recognised, and to-day when order reigns
for a time, the academic circles and the popular
critics will demonstrate that Bazarov's existence
was a mistake, and the crowd could have got
on much better without him.
The Crowd, the ungrateful Crowd, though for
it Bazarov has wrested much from effete or
corrupt hands, and has fought and weakened
despotic and bureaucratic power, what has its
opinion or memory to do with his brave
heroic figure? Yes, heroic, as Turgenev, In
indignation with Bazarov's shallow accusers,
was betrayed into defining his own creation,
Bazarov, whose very atmosphere is difficulty
and danger, who cannot move without hostility,
carrying as he does destruction to the old worn-
out truths, contemptuous of censure, still more
contemptuous of praise, he goes his way against
wind and tide. Brave man, given up to his
cause, whatever it be, it is his joy to stand alone^
watching the crowd as it races wherever reward
is and danger is not It is Bazarov's life to
despise honours, success, opinion, and to let
nothing, not love itself, come between him and
his inevitable course, and, when death comes,
to turn his face to the wall, while in the street
below he can hear the voices of men cheering the
popular hero who has last arrived. * The Crowd!
Bazarov is the antithesis of the cowardice of
mi